
The Rays’ Report   

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 

Holy Rosary  Cathol ic  Elementary  School  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Where did September go? It was a great and very busy month at Holy Rosary. We have had a 
great start and all of our new students have found their place as Holy Rosary Rays! We are 
looking forward to our Feast Day Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Friday October 6th at 
9:15am; our students will travel by bus to the church.  All available members of the Holy Rosary 
Community are encouraged to join us for Mass. Please keep our grade seven students in your 
prayers as they embark on their retreat trip to Paradise Lake on October 4th. This trip is a great 
opportunity for these students to build community and develop their life skills and teamwork.  

Congratulations to our grade four students who received their bibles last Friday at the church. 

Congratulations go out to the Junior soccer team and our intermediate girls and boys 3 pitch 
teams. All of these teams participated in their respective family of schools tournaments on 
September 25th. Although no Championships were won, they represented Holy Rosary very 
well. Thank you to the coaches who spent time preparing the athletes for these competitions. 
Thanks also to the parents who drove the athletes and cheered them on. Best wishes are 
extended to those students who will be representing Holy Rosary at the upcoming co-ed Flag 
Football tournament as well as the boys Volleyball and girls Basketball leagues. 

Progress report cards will be coming home on November 7th. Please watch for these and the 
forms for signing up for parent/teacher/student conferences which are taking place on the 
evening of November 9th. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Holy Rosary Catholic Elementary School.  It was nice to  
see so many of you at the Open House.  

Thank you to everyone who is following our parking and drop off requests; the children’s safety 
is everyone’s first priority. 

Please take a look on page 3 of the newsletter and read about International Walk to School 
Day this week.  It is our hope that all non-bus students, and our staff too, will walk to school on 
Wednesday. Please consider walking as an option every day; it helps the environment and 
promotes safety by keeping cars of the roads and it promotes activity and fitness for our 
students. 

Thank you in advance for supporting our Spooktacular Dance-a-thon fundraiser. This is our 
chance each year to raise funds to provide more opportunities for the students throughout the 
year.  

God Bless and Happy Thanksgiving, 

Paul Gladding 

Principal  
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WCDSB VISION 

“Our Catholic schools:  heart 
of the community -- success 

for each, a place for all.” 

 Visit our web site at: 

 

http://holyrosary.wcdsb.ca/ 

Volume  12 Issue 2 

“NEWS FROM THE WE  TEAM” 
The We team for this year has been selected and nine of them had a terrific and inspiring experience 
on September 28th at the ACC in Toronto. The We Team will be running a number of community 
building events throughout the year and have already helped with the Terry Fox Run. Thank you to 
everyone for their donations totalling $584 to support the fight for a cure for cancer. The We team 
has started the annual Thanksgiving food drive. They are collecting non-perishable food donations 
until October 6th.  

The We Team would like to thank everyone for their support and we hope that you will join us in 
supporting those in our community and around the world who are in need.  

 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH 

“Gratitude” 
 

 

Our School Motto 

“I AM MY 

   CHOICES” 

 

http://holyrosary.wcdsb.ca/
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Healthy, Active Living Fit Bit     

Healthy Eating: Schools Can Make a Difference! 

Trick or Eat! 
 

Halloween is around the corner, and the ghosts and goblins can’t wait to trick-or-treat and fill their tummies with candy. 
Allowing children to include sweets as part of their healthy diet is an opportunity for kids to learn to manage their intake. The key is to 
provide structure. 

You can also help students practice what they learn about healthy eating and Canada’s Food Guide by ensuring classroom celebrations 
are healthy and fun! 

• Turn olives into scary eyeballs 

• Use Halloween cookie cutters to make sandwiches and fruit look deliciously frightful! 

• Turn carrots into fingers and use sunflower seeds as fingernails 

Craft a small watermelon to look like a human brain 

 

 

 
 

Halloween Spooktacular Fundraiser 

 

Following the past successes of our dance-a-thon fundraiser, we have decided 

to run one again this year.  The Spooktacular dance-a-thon will take place on 

October 31st.  Students will be bringing letters and forms home in October.  

Thanksgiving weekend is a great time to connect with family and other 

potential sponsors.  

**This is our major fundraiser for the year and with a concerted community effort, it is 

sure to be a success.  Monies raised this year will go towards reading materials for the 

library, science and math equipment, gym equipment, school clubs, bus transportation to 

mass, various school presentations, nutrition for learning,  the purchase of Google 

Chrome books and other activities that will be a direct benefit to the students of our 

school. ** 

The Students are welcome to wear appropriate costumes to school on this day 

— this means costumes that are appropriate in a Catholic school. They must 

not reflect violence or include masks and props.  Thank you in advance for 

your support of the fundraiser and for sending your child in appropriate 

costumes.  Individual classroom teachers will set the expectations with their 

students regarding the portion of the day that they are in costume. 
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“Gratitude” is the Virtue of the month of October 

Gratitude is the quality of being thankful; it is a readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness. October is the per-

fect month to recognize the value of gratitude. This coming weekend is a great time to talk about and appreciate all of our 

blessings. Having an attitude of gratitude makes us happier and healthier. Please join our students in reflecting on what you 

are thankful for and take time to express gratitude to those who care for, provide for and love you. 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH 

Yearbook Update 
We hope everyone who ordered their 2016-2017 yearbook has received it and is enjoying their book. If you did not order a book but are 

interested in purchasing one now, we received extra copies and so it’s not too late. Please email tereza.korbel@gmail.com to enquire. As 

you can imagine, gathering all the images and content in the yearbook is a big job, but it’s also fun and a great way to become involved in 

the goings on at Holy Rosary. If you would like to help this year, we would love for you to join us (we are all parent volunteers) so please be 

in touch (same email as above) or inquire at the office. Finally, if you are attending sports events or other celebrations, we’d love to have 

your pictures for our book too! Feel free to email us pictures any time of the year (same email).  

Sincerely Tereza Korbel on behalf of the yearbook committee 

It is cool to walk to School!! 

In keeping with our healthy habits at Holy Rosary and EcoTeam initiatives, we will 
resume our “Walk to School Wednesdays” beginning Wednesday, October 4th.  We 
encourage all students living within a 2 km distance from the school to walk to and/
or from school that day. We are trying to reduce the amount of vehicle emissions 
we put into our atmosphere each day as well as exercise our hearts more so they 
become a stronger muscle. Each week we will tally the number of students who walk 
and keep track of those points.  The class with the most proportional number of 
people that walk, will earn the privilege of hosting the “Walk to School Wednesday 
Award”.  Not to worry bus riding students, we haven’t forgotten about you. 
Students who ride buses will count in our tally because they are using a form of 
public transportation which cuts down on our emissions!  See you all walking each week!   

Primary Drop off and Pick up Information/Reminder 

Our youngest students have been transitioning well to the everyday schedule and expectations that the primary division 

brings with it.  The grade one to three teachers have discussed many daily routines with the students, one of the most 

important of these is what to do at dismissal time at 2:50pm.  This reminder is a chance for you to discuss this with your 

child.  At the end of the day, each class send their students in 3 different directions; walking, day care and bus students.  The 

daycare students are met by the staff from the day care, the bus students head to the bus where there is a staff member 

supervising and helps them on the busses.  The students that are walking home or receiving a ride from their parents are 

dismissed through the Kindergarten yard and leave via the gate there. Parents are to wait outside the gate to pick up their 

children.  There will always be staff members in the kindergarten yard, one on the lower yard and one at the buses to help the 

students if they need anything.  If a child finds that someone is not there to meet them they are to report to one of the staff 

members on duty and they will help them out. This may include taking them to the office to call home. This process is being 

reviewed with the children in class. Thank you for taking the time to reinforce the message for your child at home.   

 

 

 

Orange Shirt Day 
Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) residential school commemoration event held in Williams Lake, 

BC, Canada, in the spring of 2013.  It grew out of Phyllis' story of having her shiny new orange shirt taken away on her first 

day of school at the Mission, and it has become an opportunity to keep the discussion on all aspects of residential schools 

happening annually.  

The date was chosen because it is the time of year in which children were taken from their homes to residential schools, and 

because it is an opportunity to set the stage for anti-racism and anti-bullying policies for the coming school year.  It also gives 

teachers time to plan events that will include children, as we want to ensure that we are passing the story and learning on to 

the next generations. 

 

Orange Shirt Day is also an opportunity for First Nations, local governments,  

schools and communities to come together in the spirit of reconciliation  

and hope for generations of children to come. 

mailto:tereza.korbel@gmail.com
http://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBq5HzzNLWAhUl6IMKHS-ACGMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangeshirtday.org%2Fshirts--buttons.html&psig=AOvVaw09-iHZhLNQljBhD8_x7QeP&ust=1507056334922683
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Dates to Remember in October 

October  

2  - Virtue Assembly 8:30 

 - School Council Meeting #1 - 6:30pm in the Learning Commons 

4  - Nursing Student Observation 

 - 4:00-6:00 Power to Play Workshop 

 - First Walking Wednesday 

4,5&6 - Paradise Lake - Grade 7’s 

6 - School Mass - 9:15-10:00 a.m. 

 - Laurier Soccer Game - Grade 4 - 8 

9  - Thanksgiving  

12 - Healthy Schools Committee - 11:05-12:05 - Rm.#7 

16 - JK/SK Trip to Shantz Farm - afternoon 

23 - P.A. Day (no school for students) 

31 - Spooktacular Dance-a-thon 

   

November: 

7 - Progress Reports Distributed 

9  - Parent/Teacher Interviews 

10  - Celebration of Remembrance 

17 - P.A. Day 

 

Preventing Insect Stings 

Unfortunately at this time of year we have an increase in bee/wasp stings on the school yard, the school board sent out the 
following thoughts on this issue and we feel they are important to consider for you and your children. Safety October 1, 20 

Take the following steps to prevent insect stings: 

-Avoid scented soaps, shampoos, and deodorants; Don't wear cologne or perfume 

-Wear clean clothing; Wear clothing to cover as much of the body as possible 

-Keep work/play areas clean, we eat all of our snacks in the school to avoid this attraction  

-Remain calm and still if a single stinging insect is flying around (Swatting at an insect may cause it to sting) 

-If you are attacked by several stinging insects at once, run to get away from them (Bees release a chemical when they sting, which 
may attract other bees) 

-Go indoors or a shaded area is better than an open area to get away from the insects 

-Staff/Students/parents with a history of severe allergic reactions to insect bites or stings should carry or have ready access to an 
epinephrine auto injector (EpiPen) and should wear a medical identification bracelet or necklace stating their allergy 

Please keep your valuables and “Slime” at home 

This is a reminder to all students to keep valuables at home. “Valuables” refers to any item that is special to you personally 

and may also have a cash value.  

Slime - we have had a popular trend of students bringing “slime” to school. This is a playdough/silly putty sort of concoction 

that is often made at home. We have had students with colour dyed hands and we have had student disputes over slime and 

even a sale of slime to deal with. The ingredients are a bit of a mystery, but some of them should not be ingested. In order to 

keep the children safe and eliminate issues we are asking that slime be kept at home. 


